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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF. 


THE following discourse on Moroni’s words to the Prophet Joseph was 
delivered by President Wilford Woodruff, at the Conference of the Salt 
Lake Stake, held in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday afternoon, 
September 2, 1894 :— 

The angel Moroni said to the Prophet Joseph Smith, “Whatsoever en- 
ticeth and leadeth to good and to do good is of God, and whatsoever doth 
not is of that wicked one.” That isa true principle. I wish to make 
some remarks upon this, but before doing so I desire to refer to our meet- 
ing this forenoon. There was probably not one half present this morning 
of those who are here this afternoon, and therefore many may not fully 
understand what I allude to. This is a stake conference and there was a 
report made this morning of the fast-offerings received from the various 
wards in the Stake and the amounts disbursed for the support of the poor, 
I think that the report showed that during the last six months this Stake 
alone received from the general tithing office fourteen thousand dollars for 
the support of the poor. I believe I am safe in saying that fifty per cent. 
of all the tithing collected throughout the mountains of Israel is returned to 
the various Stakes for local expenses, among which is the support of the poor. 
I think myself that this is wrong. As Latter-day Saints, we should observe 
our fast-meetings and our fast-offerings. We should at least make a dona- 
tion of that which we save by fasting, and give it to the Bishop for the 
support of the poor. It was remarked this morning that some people said 
they could not fast because it made their head ache. Well, I can fast, and 
sO can any other man; and if it makes my head ache by keeping the com- 
mandments of God, let it ache. If we do our duty with regard to the poor 
among us the tithing would not be withheld from the Presiding Bishopric 


| 


658 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


for the support of the poor. In this, brethren and sisters, I certainly think 
we should improve. There is nothing gained by our attempting to shirk 
any duty that God requires of us. We should be more diligent in attend- 
ing our fast-meetings. We should fast as the Lord requires. The Lord 
does not ask anything of any man that he cannot perform. When- 
ever the Lord gives a commandment to the children of men, He pro- 
vides a way for the fulfillment of that commandment. Tithing is a 
commandment of God to the people, and should be observed. The report 
of what the Relief Society has done is certainly a great credit to them. 
The amount of means which they have donated for the support of the poor 
in this Stake is a large amount, considering the labors that there are upon 
that society. I hope we will all reflect upon these things and not forget 
our duty with regard to the fast-offerings and the fast-meetings, as well as 
all other meetings that we are required to attend. 

- President Angus M. Cannon referred to the officers of the Stake not 
being present at this conference. I think if we all felt as we should, if we 
understood the signs of the times, we would take pleasure in attending 
meetings as faras possible. The Presidency of the Church and the Twelve 
Apostles have the conferences of the whole Church to attend, and when 
they are not here they are performing other duties. 

Now, with regard to the statement I made in the beginning, “What- 
soever enticeth and leadeth to good and to do good is of God, and what- 
soever doth not is of that wicked one.” While we as a people accord 
to every denomination the right to enjoy their religion, we claim the 
same privilege ourselves. I have often referred to this because, per- 
haps, it has appeared sometimes as though we were encroaching upon 
others. This, however, is not the case. Let us compare the good with 
the evil to-day. Where is there a man,no matter what sect he belongs 
to, who cannot see a great change in the world to-day? I remember very 
well over eighty years of my life, and I certainly have never seen such a 
time in my life in the United States as I have during the last year. The 
spirit of murder, of whoredom, of blasphemy that is going like a flood over 
the land, and the increase of crime on every hand, is certainly alarming. 
Is it from God? Does it lead to good? It does not. There is no God in 
it. When we look at these things we can see that there is a power mani- 
fest in our land and among the nations of the earth that is leading men to 
do evil. There is one thing very prominently before my mind, and that is 
the unpopularity of God Himself, and of Jesus Christ, and of the Gospel of 
the Son of God. In the days of the Savior there were a good many 
religious sects, and they were all at war with the Savior and His Apostles. 
They fought against everything they did, and labored for their destruction 
until the Savior and His Apostles were put to death. Were they led by 
the Spirit of God? They were not. They were not inspired to do right; 
they were seeking to do wrong. In this dispensation the Prophet Joseph 
was anunpopularmsn. He was opposed by the world, and by a great many 
men who professed to be ministers of the Gospel. They labored against 
him and to overthrow his doctrines. Now, if Joseph Smith was right, his 
persecutors were not right. Of course, every man must be his own judge 
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with regard to that. If Jesus Christ and the Apostles were right, then 
those men who fought against them were not right. 

We are informed by the revelation of St. John that in the last days there 
would be something like six hundred three score and six different religious 
sects and parties in the earth. Of course, there could be but one of them 
right; for there is but one right way. There is but one Gospel; there 
never was but one and never will be. That Gospel never deviates 
from one generation to another. So with the Holy Priesthood. The 
Priesthood is the same in every generation. Whenever God has had a 
people on the face of the earth, He has had the Priesthood among them. 
In fact, no man has the right to administer in one of the ordinances of the 
Gospel of the Son of God only by and through the power of the Holy 
Priesthood. The ancient apostles and prophets who administered in the 
ordinances of the Gospel held that Priesthood. Without that authority 
they would have had no right to administer in these ordinances. So in 
this day, this principle is the same. 

Now, my friends, it does not pay any man to preach false doctrine or 
to practice false principles, because there is no salvation init. It is for 
salvation that welabor. For that the Lord called Joseph Smith to organize 
the Church of Jesus Christ once more for the last time on the earth, so that 
a body of people would be prepared for the coming of theSon of Man. The 
Gospel of Christ was with Joseph Smith. The Priesthood was given to Joseph 
Smith by those who held that Priesthood in the days of Jesus. He never 
pretended to administer in one ordinance until he received the command- 
ment of God todo it. Those of you who have embraced the Gospel and 
have lived your religion know for yourselves that the power of God 
has followed this work from the commencement until to-day. I know it 
has, and I know it will if we do our duty. All the ancient patriarchs and 
prophets labored for salvation, for the glory where God and Christ dwell, 
that after death, in their immortal bodies, they might occupy that position 
forever. It paid them to do it, and it will pay all men todo the same. 
We cannot spend our time foolishly in safety. We have a mission to ful- 
fil. Some portion of the Holy Priesthood has been given to almost every 
man in the land of Zion, and to many of them at a very early age. It has 
been given to us that we may administer in the ordinances of the Gospel 
and in the things of the kingdom of God. Then let us try to magnify our 
callings and todo our duty. We know the principles we are practicing 
are true. The Lord has givenus power to rear these temples unto His 
holy name, that we may enter in as saviors on Mount Zion and redeem our 
dead, that they who have never heard the Gospel may partake of eternal 
lite. Jesus Himself went to preach to the spirits in prison, that they might 
be judged according to men in the flesh. So do the apostles and elders of 
Israel as they pass away. We labor this side of the veil, and they labor 
the other side of the veil. These things are true. God has established 
this Church. He has raised up prophets and apostles, and has planted a 
work in these mountains of Israel, where this congregation have been 
gathered by the power of God. We have a labor to perform, and if we do 
not do it we will be under condemnation. I know this is the work of God. I 
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know the Priesthood is here, and I know the power of God has followed 
this Priesthood since the Church was organized. Our Elders have traveled 
at home and abroad. They have been taken from the various occupations 
of life and thrust into the vineyard. They have traveled thousands of 
miles, and that, too, without purse and scrip, preaching without price. I 
never thought of taking any money with me on my missions. I have trav- 
eled in a good many countries, and I always traveled without purse and 
scrip, and I preached without money and without price. The Lord always 
raised up friends for mein time of need. I was fed and clothed and had 
all the necessaries of life. That is the way the ancient Apostles preached. 
It is the way the Elders of Israel have had to preach in the day and 
generation in which we live. 

Brethren and sisters, I hope we will look at the position we occupy here 
and the work that lies before us, and as far as we can go into these 
temples. I thank God we have a temple upon this block, where the Latter- 
day Saints in this religion can enter and redeem their dead—their fathers 
and mothers and their progenitors who have gone into the spirit world 
without the Gospel. They never heard the Gospel, and no man, in time or 
in eternity, will ever be saved in the celestial kingdom of God without the 
Gospel of Christ. Therefore, let us look upon these things as they are. 
Let us try to live our religion, that when we get through we may be satis- 
fied with life. I prayed many an hour when a boy that the Lord would let 
me live to see a prophet or an apostle, or some man who could teach me 
that Gospel which [ read of in the New Testament. I have lived to see 
that day, and I thank God for it. Ihave tried to do what good I could in 
my weak way. I have tried to go into these temples and redeem my 
father’s house. With the assistance of my friends I have been able to do 
this. When I go to the other side of the veil and meet with them, I think 
I shall be satisfied, and I think they will. They will find that these prin- 
ciples are true, and so will all denominations when they come in the pres- 
ence of God. They will learn then, if not before, that this is the work of 
God. I pray God to bless all who are connected with the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. May we magnify our calling and do our duty, 
that when we get through and go into the presence of God and read our 
history in that great library in Heaven, where the acts of all men are 
recorded, we may be satisfied. God give us wisdom, and lead and guide 
us in our duty, that we may overcome the world, the flesh and the devil, 
and inherit eternal life, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


A MARVELOUS HEALING. 


ALFRED JOHNSON, of Vernal, Uintah County, met with an accident last 
fall, which two skilled doctors said would result fatally. He was engaged 
in gathering cattle on the mountains, and went to a spring one morning 
to wash for breakfast. As he stooped to put his hands into the water his 
pistol, which was in his scabbard by his side, fell, and, the hammer striking 
a rock, it was discharged. The bullet passed through his -body, piercing © 
the right lung, it being extracted from his back just below the shoulder 
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blade. He was twenty-five miles from home, and had nothing but a buck- 
board on which to ride. He was placed on this, and one of the boys who 
was with him took the lines while another stood up behind and held him 
the whole of the distance home through a scorching sun. 

A local physician was called and he examined the wound, giving him 
less than twenty-four hours to live. The father, not satisfied with this 
diagnosis of the case, sent to Fort Duchesne, twenty-five miles distant, for 
the army surgeon, who speedily came and confirmed without hesitation 
the statement of his brother physician. Therefore to all human proba- 
bility the death of the young man was assured ; but the father and friends 
were not willing to give up even in the face of such testimony. They ac- 
cordingly administered to the young man repeatedly. Not a day was 
allowed to pass without his receiving the administration of the Elders. 

Astonishing vo relate, the pain caused by the wound was comparatively 
slight, and his recovery was the cause of wonderment to all who wit- 
nessed it. 

The young man’s parents and all who watched the case are convinced 
that it was only the power of God which resulted through the exercise of 
faith, that saved the life of this young man. He is now almost entirely 
free from the effects of the accident. The only difficulty he experiences at 
all is the raising of the arm, the muscles of which were pierced by the 
bullet, above his head. The strength of this arm, however, is equally as 
great as the other in lifting, or in any ordinary work. 

This young man is not a member of the Church though he was born in 
it. He has been a diligent and progressive student in the Church 
Academy in Vernal, and there is every/probability that his faith will lead 
him to become a member of the Church in which faith brings so many 
blessings to the children of God. 

Sunday morning, August 19, 1894, he bore this remarkable testimony 
in Sabbath school: “In the past I have been inclined to make light of 
religion, but since my life was so remarkably spared I have been studying 
the matter very seriously, and I come here this morning with a firm con- 
viction of the divinity of the Gospel and a determination to obey the 
same. I could not have believed it possible for anyone to realize the joy 
and consolation which I have experienced in the study of this matter. I 
feel that God spared my life that my spiritual being might be brought to 
a knowledge of His great work.”—Contributor. 


A BUFFALO HUNT. 


AFTER the Pioneers had entered Salt Lake Valley, and were returning to the 
East to arrange for the further emigration of the people, President Wood- 
ruff and Luke Johnson started out one morning early to procure some 
buffalo meat for the camp. After traveling some little distance they saw 
a herd of several thousand head contentedly grazing near the foothills. 
The hunters cautiously approached so that the buffalo sentinels which 
were stationed some little distance from the herd might not discover them. 
In order to conceal themselves they made their way along a dry gulch, 
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the banks of which were at first a little above their heads but gradually 
became lower so that it was finally necessary for them to crawl along in 
order to be unobserved. 

While they were going in this stooping posture a rattlesnake, which had 
been unnoticed by Brother Johnson, suddenly struck at him and barely 
missed his nose by about twoinches. Before the serpent could again make 
an attack he was killed by Brother Johnson. 

The brethren, when within about two hundred yards of the herd, which 
was gradually moving towards them, sat down to await the approach of 
the animals. Suddenly the earth seemed to tremble, and, on glancing in 
the direction of the herd, they discovered that the buffalo guards or sen- 
tinels had noticed their presence and had given the alarm. The whole 
herd was now in motion and moved with tremendous speed towards the 
very spot where the brethren were concealed. It seemed as though inevi- 
table death awaited them. They sprang to their feet and shouted and 
gesticulated wildly so as to turn aside the maddened beasts. 

Brother Johnson fired fifteen shots from a rifle at the approaching 
throng of animals, but without any noticeable effect upon them. To the 
great relief of the brethren, however, and to their astonishment, when the 
herd was within a very few feet of them, it veered to one side and just 
missed them. 

When the larger part of the herd had passed, one animal came very near 
to President Woodruff, who, with a well directed shot, brought it to the 
ground, and this was the only “critter” from the immense herd which was 
slain. The brethren, however, were very thankful for their marvelous 
deliverance, as it seemed to them for a few moments as though they could 
not escape a terrible death. 

President Woodruff also states that before reaching South Pass, on their 
way west, the Pioneers passed a herd of these migrating animals, going 
toward their grazing grounds, which required three days’ travel for them 
to pass, the animals traveling in one direction and they in the other. 
The buffalo were so closely packed that the utmost vigilance was needed 
on the part of the traveling brethren to protect themsel\es from destruc- 
tion. One can well imagine how many thousands or perhaps hundreds of 
thousands of animals there must have been in such an immense herd. 
They extended on either side almost as far as the eye could reach. 

It is one of the most remarkable things how these animals have become 
extinct in so few years. It can only be accounted for upon the theory 
that both Indians and white men have mercilessly destroyed them, not to 
satisfy hunger, but merely for the sport of shooting them down. Many 
thrilling and exciting adventures are related by the Saints who in early 
days crossed the plains, but none will perhaps exceed in exciting interest 
that which is related above from the experience of our beloved President. 
—Contributor. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The government reports on the cholera in Russia show that from September 9 to Sep- 
ember 15, there were 1486 cases and 604 deaths. 
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The volcano of Colima, situated in the state of Colima, Mexico, is now in active 
state of eruption, and the lava is running in streams down the mountain side. 


A dispatch from Montreal, Canada, declares that since January last no less than ten 
thousand Scandinavians have passed through that city from the United States on their 
way back to Sweden and Norway. 


It is announced that an entire change is to be made in the postage stamps in the United 
States. Many new stamps will be issued representing amounts which are not at present 
recognized. The present stock of old stamp issue will last only another month. 


On September 21, Iowa and Southern Minnesota, U.S. A., were visited by a fearful 
cyclone which swept everything before it. The latest reports say that seventy-five per- 
sons are known to have lost their lives and it is thought the number will reach a hundred. 


A destructive storm has occurred in Japan, laying waste the districts of Okita and 
Iwate. Fifteen thousand houses are reported to have been levelled with the ground. 
Great havoc has been wrought amongst the shipping, and three hundred persons perished, 


A dispatch from Panama announces the death of Senor Nunez, President of the Re- 
public of Colombia, which took place on September 18. Senor Nunez had been chosen 
President four times in succession. A correspondent from the same place asserts that 
some mystery surrounds his death, it being alleged that death was caused by some medi- 
cine administered to the president by the doctors who attended him. 

A disastrous fire occurred in the city of Chun King, on the upper Yangtse-Kiang, 
China, August 25. The fire raged all night, and before midnight the whole of the south- 
eastern portion of the city was in flames. About thirty people are known to have perished, — 
and probably many more have lost their lives. Two thousand buildings are destroyed, 
including part of the Governor’s official residence, as well as three temples. The loss of 
property is estimated at ten million taels. 

A body of masked cattlemen on the Mesa River, near Parachute, Colorado, have killed 
2,200 sheep, belonging to one owner, with guns, knives and clubs. They have also des- 
troyed 2,000 sheep, the property of another owner, by driving them over the cliffs, They 
only refrained from killing others for want of time. They giveas their reason for the kill- 
ing that those animals injure the cattle ranches. Armed sheepmen are hunting the fugi- 
tive cattlemen, and if they catch them will hang them. 


A terrible storm has occurred at Laurahutte, Prussia, and the surrounding country. 
Thousands of windows were smashed by hailstorms, which were of astonishing size and 
fell in dense showers. Large trees were torn up by the roots, and chimneys without 
number were blown down. The wind blew with such terrific force that some railway 
carriages standing on the line were swept along the track at a great speed, and three 
workmen were run over before they had time to escape. 


In a letter addressed to a Democratic member of the House of Representatives, President 
Cleveland gives the reasons why he allowed the tariff bill to become law without his 
approval. ~ He says its provisions are not in line with honest tariff reform, but that it is 
still a vast improvement on existing conditions and will lighten many of the burdens now 
weighing upon the people. He does not despair of having modifications made which will 
more nearly meet Democratic hopes and aspirations. He exhorts the party to continue 
the struggle boldly, challenging open warfare and guarding against treachery and half- 
heartedness in their camp. 

A serious disaster occurred in the Frankline Mine near Seattle, Washington, U.S. A., 
August 24, causing the loss of thirty-seven lives. A fatal accident occurred at the Ame- 
thyst Mine, at Creede, Colorado, August 24. A fire broke out in the shaft-house, which 
destroyed the building and melted the cable attached to the skip. The latter consequently 
fell, and crushed to death four miners who were ascending the shaft. Two men were 
killed and eleven others injured by the explosion of a mine at Gilberton, Pennsylvania, 
August 24. A terrible gas explosion occurred at the Reading colliery at Gilbertine, Penn- 
sylvania, August 25. Twelve men were entombed in the mine. 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1894. 


OFFENCES MUST COME, 


Wor unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be that 
offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh !— 
Matt. 18: 7. 

These were the words of the Savior and they have awakened peculiar 
reflections in the minds of many. Some have gone so far as to declare 
that they indicated predestination ; that some men were chosen from the 
beginning to do evil and that do what they would their destiny in that 
direction was unalterable. If offences must come, they say, there must be 
those who are compelled to commit them. From this they have been led 
into the belief that man’s free agency is a myth, and that he cannot exer- 
cise his free will, but must follow an inexorable law laid down from before 
his birth, whether for good or for evil. Even some who call themselves 
Latter-day Saints have been led into this belief. 

This is erroneous. Man’s free agency: is a gift from God. It is that 
which makes him accountable to His Father in Heaven, and which reveals 
justice in the doctrine that each man will be judged according to his 
works, “that everyone may receive the things done in his body, according 
to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” If man is not account- 
able for what he does, but is simply moved by some unseen power which 
it is impossible for him to resist, he is entitled to no reward for the good 
he does, as his desires and intentions may have been the very opposite ; 
nor should he be amenable to punishment, as against his own intentions 
he may have been compelled to do evil by a something which he oould not 
control. To be judged “ according to that he hath done” would then be a 
mere farce, the individual receiving his punishment or reward as some- 
thing destined for him in the past eternities regardless of his works. 
Reason would ask where is the justice of such a doctrine ? 

Those of the Latter-day Saints who may have been led away by this 
erroneous doctrine may say in extenuation of their belief that our pre- 
existence may have had something to do with our existence on this earth 
relative to the advantages we enjoy, or the disadvantages under which we 
labor here. This may be true. Our former existence may have had much 
to do with our present life ; but there is one thing which must not be for- 
gotten. Itis this: When Lucifer rebelled against God, every spirit had 
an opportunity to choose for himself. We are told that he drew away 
with him a third part of the hosts of heaven. These were cast out with 
him because they had chosen to follow him and therefore became partakers 
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of his doom, and have never been permitted to assume tabernacles on the 
earth. On the other hand the two-thirds who remained must have chosen 
to serve the Lord as they were not cast out. Hence, all men, women, and 
children who have ever lived upon the earth ; who now live here, or who 
will in the future have a residence here, have enjoyed, do now enjoy, or 
will in the future enjoy, the- blessing of living upon the earth, 
for the reason that they kept their first estate—used their free 
agency in choosing to serve the Lord while in the spirit world. They un- 
doubtedly served him with various degrees of faithfulness, froin the one 
who simply declared himself on the side of the Lord without doing any- 
thing else, to the one who fought valiantly for the cause he had espoused ; 
they may have taken up their station in life on this earth according to 
their degree of faithfulness in their former existence, but the fact still re- 
mains that, whatever consequences of their acts in the spirit world may 
follow them here, they still retain the same agency they possessed there— 
to choose between good and evil. 

Then what may be understood from the Saviors words?! Just what 
they convey, namely, that offences are necessary in order to accomplish 
certain divine purposes, but that the offenders will be punished. It is 
the correctness of the belief that, if the above be the true meaning of the 
words, men must be foreordained to commit sin, that we deny. 

Now, first, why are offences necessary? [For an illustration we mention 
the betrayal and crucifixion of the Savior. He came to earth to redeem us 
of sin by Hisdeath. Could His death have been brought about except by 
the commission of some offence by some one? No, not unless it had been 
caused by accident, and that would not have been paying the penalty of a 
transgressor, Here we see in one instance the necessity of an offence, 
We dare not criticise it for we would then be criticising God’s plan ; and, 
besides, we are told by revelation that “at the first organization in 
Heaven we were all present, and saw the Savior chosen and appointed, 
and the plan of salvation made, and we sanctioned it.” It would be folly 
for us to criticise, while the past is veiled in mystery, that which we sanc- 
en while dwelling in the light, knowledge and glory of our Eternal 

ather. 

Now, having learned in one instance the necessity of offences, we may 
be led to ask : “ Where would be the justice in punishing the offenders 1” 
and “how, if man were allowed his own agency, could these offences be 
committed so that there should be no miscarriage of the plan?” 

In answer we may say in the first place that these offences were not 
committed because man was tempted by God, for we are told by James 
that God tempts no man; neither can it be because that man is compelled 
to yield to the temptations of Satan, for the Prophet Joseph tells us that 
“all men have power to resist the devil ;” and “that the devil has no 
power over us only as we permit him.” We must conclude from this that 
if a» man commits an offence he does so of his own free will, or because he 
permite the Evil One to take possession of him and control his actions. 
“But,” says one, “everything is thus left to chance.” Not by any means, 
as will be seen presently. God knows the intents of the heart, the nature 
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and disposition of all men. He knows whether a man will serve him atall 
hazards, or whether he will be led astray. He knows what a man will do 
under certain circumstances. 

As every man has his own agency the Lord will prove him in order that 
by his own acts he will stand or fall. In the case of Judas Iscariot the 
Lord knew that his greed would cause him to betray his best friend—the 
Savior of the world. For that reason Judas was chosen. The fact that 
the Lord knew what he would do did not in the least lessen the responsi- 
bility of Judas, nor does it argue that he therefore acted on anything but 
his own free will. Much was entrusted to him, and when he betrayed that 
trust his sin became proportionately great. We are told that when Judas 
took the sop offered him by the Savior, Satan entered him. This could 
not have been possible unless Judas permitted it, hence he alone was res- 
ponsible for his sin. Jesus Himself said, “Have I not chosen you twelve, 
and one of you is a devil?” Why was headevil? Because he was one of 
those whom Jesus foresaw would disobey all law, deny the light he had 
received and thereby become a son of perdition. His offence was neces- 
sary, but his agency was not taken from him, for God chose as the offender 
that man who of his own free will would commit the very offence that put 
Jesus to death and brought about the redemption of mankind. This ap- 
plies in a greater or lesser degree to all offences that are committed. From 
this it may be seen that if offences are necessary they can be committed 
and the offenders punished, without justice being outraged or man de- 
prived of his free agency. J. V. B. 


THE Minneapolis Times contains the following: “The eminent Jewish 
clergyman, Rabbi Silverman, is quoted as saying that the Jews are not a 
people or members of a race, but members of an independent, religious 
community. ‘Jew is not to be used,’ says the Rabbi, ‘as parallel with 
German, Englisb, or American, but with Christian, Catholic, Protestant, 
or Mohammedan, Buddhist, or Atheist.’ In a sense this is doubtless true, 
but is it true, as the Rabbi attempts to show, that ‘through intermarriage 
and the intermixture of thousands of years the Jews have lost the blood 
which characterized them when they were a nation inhabiting Palestine ? 
It is not to be denied that there has been admixture, but, nevertheless, the 
Jews have without doubt the closest approximation to a pure strain of 
blood that there is in existence. If they chose they might soon become 
swallowed up in the millions of people of other strains who surround them 
in Europe, Asia, and America. But they do not choose. It is a part of 
their religion not to choose, but rather to transmit to posterity the same 
strain of blood that has come down to them from their ancestors. The 
Greek at the time of Plato, the Roman of the time of Cicero, have disap- 
peared for ever. They have gone as the Anglo-Saxon of the time of 
Alfred the Great has gone, swallowed up and overwhelmed, not destroyed 
it is true, but transformed. Thus will be transformed also the American 
of the Colonial stock. In another century America will know him no 
more in the flesh, and the most that is to be hoped is that the transformed 
American will inherit his spirit with whatsoever proportion of Colonial 
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blood goes into the mixture that will make the future American. But 
although the Greek and Roman and Anglo-Saxon have ceased to exist, it 
is not to be denied that the world has still the same Jew that walked the 
streets of Jerusalem when David’s policy first changed the children of 
Abraham from a collection of pastoral tribes into a nation. The Jew is 


still a Jew in blood as he is still a Hebrew in his silently held faith that | 


there remains for him some extraordinary destiny which he is divinely 
appointed to achieve. He is the one exception to the law of race change 
through selection, and if he ever loses that faith he will lose his identity 
as a Jew, and be swallowed up as other people have been. But until then 
he never will. And in spite of all attempts to modernize him away from 
his divinely ordained destiny, he holds it as sacred as his life. For it is 
his life, the one thing which more than anything else has sustained him 
under such trials as no other people ever endured; the one thing more 
than all others which makes his character admirable in its silent and 
changeless tenacity of purpose.” 


THE Missionary Review of the World says: “The seven Bibles of the 
world are the Koran of the Mohammedans, the Tri Pitikes of the Buddhists, 
the Five Kings of the Chinese, the Three Vedas of the Hindus, the Zenda- 
vesta of the Persians, the Eddas of the Scandinavians, and the Scriptures 
of the Christian. The Koran is the most recent of all, dating from about 
the seventh century after Christ. Itis a compound of quotations from 
both Old and New Testaments, and from the Talmud. The Tri Pitikes 


contain sublime morals and pure aspirations. Their author lived and died. 


in the sixth century before Christ. The sacred writings of the Chinese are 
called the Five Kings, the word ‘King’ meaning web of cloth. From this 
it is presumed they were originally written on five rolls of cloth. They 
contain wise sayings from the sages on the duties of life, but they cannot 
be traced further back than the eleventh century before our era. The 
Vedas are the most ancient books in the language of the Hindus, but they 
do not, according to late commentators, antidate the twelfth century before 
the Christian era. The Zendavesta of the Persians, next to our Bible, is 
reckoned among scholars as being the greatest and most learned of the 
sacred writings. Zoroaster, whose sayings it contains, lived and worked in 
the twelfth century before Christ. Moses lived and wrote the Pentateuch 
fifteen hundred years before the the birth of Christ; therefore that por- 
tion of our Bible is at least three hundred years older than the most 
ancient of other sacred writings. The Eddas, a semi-sacred work of the 
Scandinavians, was given to the world in the fourteenth century.” 


Lxo XIII, has given his formal authorization to the use of bicycles by 
priests in visiting their parishioners. In the circular in which his decision 
is given, the Pope adds: “We grant this licence the more willingly as the 
real inventor of the velocipede was the Abbe Pranton, who, in 1845, 
already used this means of locomotion in going about on his holy ministry.” 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder C. A. Callis has been released from 
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his labors in the Liverpool Conference and is appointed to labor in the 
Irish Conference. 

Elder Edward Fernley has been honorably released from his labors as 
Traveling Elder in the Leeds Conference, to return home, November 1, 
1894. 


NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE District MrrEtiIncs.—Three district meetings 
of the Newcastle Conference were held in the Co-operative Hall, West 
Pelton, September 23, 1894. The meetings were well attended there being 
more strangers present than at any of the former meetings held for some 
time past. It was a time of rejoicing for both strangers and Saints, the 
former appearing very interested and paying marked attention to the 


speakers. 


NOTTINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


THE Nottingham Conference was held at Temperance Hall, St. Ann Street, 
Nottingham, September 30,1894. There were present: W.S. Barnes and 
Edward Southwick, Traveling Elders of the Birmingham Conference; 
Thos. Wright, Traveling Elder on genealogical business; N. T. Porter, Jr., 
President of, and John Parkin, Hyrum Jos. Smith, John Belliston, Richard 
Jefferies, John W. Ord, James C. Woods, Nathan Reeves, Alma Johnson, 
James R. Hardman, William G. Westwood, Joseph Fowers and Elijah W. 
Clayton, Traveling Elders in, the Nottingham Conference. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6 p.m. At the afternoon 
meeting the general authorities of the Church and of the European Mis- 
sion, and the President and Traveling Elders of the Nottingham Confer- 
ence, and the Presidents of branches, were presented and unanimously sus- 
tained. It was also moved that each sustain one another with their faith, 
prayers and acts of kindness, and it received a unanimous vote. The 
meetings were well attended, this feature being especially noticeable at the 
morning service. 

The encouraging remarks of the Elders, and the faithful testimonies 
borne, together with spirited songs of praise, made it a day long to be 
remembered by Saints and strangers. Many of the latter expressed their 
feelings in the highest terms of appreciation. 

The statistical report, and the Jabors of the Elders for the past six 
months, were read as follows : Seventies 13; Elders 34; Priests 12; Teachers 
9 ; Deacons 20; members 262; total officers and members 350. Died 2; 
emigrated 5; excommunicated 3; baptisms 32; confirmations 32; children 
blessed 4. Indoor meetings 382; open-air meetings 210; Sunday school 
sessions 19; tracts distributed 40,491; houses visited 12,879; Gospel con- 
versations 1,700; books sold and given away 159. 

On Tuesday morning, October 2, a priesthood meeting was held at 
which the Elders reported their labors for the past six months. Instruc- 
tions were also given in regards to the prosecution of our labors for the 
future. Hyrum Jos. Sirs, Clerk of Conference. 
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A VISIT TO SCANDINAVIA. 


CHRISTIANIA, Norway, September 26, 1894. 
Our conference and priesthood meeting have now ended, and we have had 
a delightful time together. 

On Monday evening, September 17, I left the brethren in London, 
and started for Copenhagen, where | arrived on Wednesday morning. I 
thought [I should have surprised the brethren at number “14,” but was 
myself surprised to see President Sundwall and Elder John Olsen on the 
platform bidding me welcome to Copenhagen. In the evening I met with 
the Saints of the branch, and as they could hardly have expected me I 
was indeed pleased to see such a large attendance at their regular weekly 
meeting. 

The next day President Sundwall was busy sending off a small company 
of emigrating Saints. I was pleased to meet with the returning Elders, who 
after having filled an honorable mission were now happy to turn their 
faces Zion-ward. Among these was Brother Wahlquist, who has been 
laboring as translator on the Swedish Star. The Saints had met the 
evening before my arrival and had a pleasant time together, giving him 
many tokens of the good feelings and high esteem which they entertained 
towards him. 

The next morning we started for Christiania. While stopping a few 
minutes at Gothenburg we had the pleasure of shaking hands with 
President Héglund and several of the Saints who had come down to the 
depot to see us. Saturday morning we arrived at Christiania, and were 
met by President H. J. Christiansen, who took us to the Conference House. 
On our way we passed a fountain with a graceful statue of a female figure 
in bronze. I told the brethren I must go over to “ Rebecca” to get a drink. 
This was the name Elder Canute Petersen gave this fountain when he 
first came to Christiania in 1853. He landed in this city a total stranger 
and with but a penny and a half in his pockets. The Gospel message 
which he had to proclaim was not popular; on the contrary its preach- 
ing was prohibited, and imprisonment awaited the missionary. Many 
times he felt the pangs of hunger, and to dull this he would go to “ Re- 
becca” and fill up with water. When I quenched my thirst that morn- 
ing with a refreshing draught from this fountain I thought of the 
hardships our brethren who have been called to break ground for the 
sowing of the Gospel seed have had to pass through, and also how 
wonderfully the Lord had been with them and blessed their labors. 
Brother Petersen soon found friends, and before he left Norway a flourishing 
branch was established in Christiania. Hundreds of Saints have emi- 
grated, and to-day it is one of the liveliest branches in the mission. 

At the Conference House I had the pleasure of meeting with ten of 
the Traveling Elders of this conference. Brothers H. Magleby and 
Heber C. Christensen, laboring in the far north, were not able to at- 
tend the conference. Elder Magleby had taken a trip during the summer 
around the north coast of Norway, past North Cape and Vardo, until he 
reached the Russian boundary. He had met much success in selling 
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tracts and books, holding meetings and preaching the Gospel. Our 
young missionaries traverse the dreary solitudes of the Finnmark, and 
the glad tidings of the Gospel are heard on the shores of the Arctic 
Ocean! Elders H. H. Danielsen and Charles Hoganson, laboring in 
Stavanger, were also prevented from attending the conference. They 
had lately been appointed to labor in that city and were hopeful of 
success. All the rest of the Elders were present at our meetings. 

The hall is in the third story of a house owned by the Saints. The 
other stories are rented. Nine families belonging to the Church live in 
the building. The conference president has a roomy office adjoining the 
hall, and the gallery of the hall made a fine bedroom for all the visiting 
Elders. 

The conference commenced Saturday evening. The hall was beautifully 
decorated with a profusion of flowers and ferns ; wreaths and garlands 
were suspended from the arched ceiling and twined around the chande- 
liers. In front of the stand was a solid bed of flowers. The beauty of the 
decorations, the delicious perfume of the flowers, and the sweet singing 
of the excellent choir delighted all ; but best of all the sweet influence of 
the Holy Spirit was enjoyed in a great measure by the Saints. Some of 
them said: “ We hardly knew whether we were on earth or in heaven.” 
One of the Elders called this place the “ Zion of the North,” and the title 
does not seem inappropriate. 

The Saturday evening meeting was mainly devoted to hearing the 
reports. These were of a very interesting character. There had been 
fifty-two souls added to the Church during the summer moaths. That 
in our day the signs follow those who believe was testified to by several 
of the speakers who related several instances in which the healing power 
of God had been manifested in a marvelous manner. 

The meetings on Sunday were attended by a great number of strangers, 
and the principles of the Gospel were presented to them in great 
plainness. 

The priesthood meeting on Monday was a most enjoyable occasion. 
All the Elders spoke and related their experiences in the missionary field. 
Some of the experiences which they told were touching, showing the good- 
ness of God to them. Two brethren had been holding meetings one Sunday, 
and had had nothing to eat, and they had no money. At ten o'clock in 
the evening one said: “Iam real hungry.” The other said: “So am I, 
but I believe the Lord will remember us.” Just then a knock was heard, 
and a young woman came in with a basket of nice food for them. They 
asked her how she came to think of bringing them food so late. She said: 
“ Ma and I were preparing to go to bed when we were impressed to send 
you something to eat, and we could not rest till we had done so.” The 
young Elders gave thanks to Him without whose knowledge not even a 
sparrow falls to the ground. Each of the Elders expressed his determi- 
nation to perform his duties. We all felt it was good to be there. 

In the evening the Relief Society had a bazaar in which several articles 
donated to the society, or made by the members were drawn for, and a 
nice sum was realized for the help of the poor. It afforded much enter- 
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tainment to those present to see the articles drawn by persons who had no 
use for them. One of the missionaries had the great luck of drawing a 
wash-tub. President Sundwall was more fortunate in getting a cravat, 
while I got a box of anchovies. 

Last night the choir gave a nice entertainment, consisting of singing 
and recitations. The singing was choice. Many of our friends not in the 
Church attended the concert. 

Elder H. J. Christiansen presided over the conference. Few men have 
been able to gain the love and esteem of Saints and outsiders to the extent 
he has. He isindeed a blessing to the mission in Norway. 

Though we are not recognized in Norway as Christian Dissenters, the 
prejudice against us is diminishing. A short time ago the magistrates 
allowed Brother Christiansen to conduct funeral services in the cemetery 
over four departed brethren. This indicates a change,in the sentiment 
towards us. 

To-day we leave for Stockholm, Sweden. 

Your brother in the Gospel, 
AnTHON H. Lunp. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 


It is now stated that work is about to be commenced on the great electric power plant 
at the mouth of Ogden Canyon. 


The Republican and Democratic Territorial Conventions for the nomination of a dele- 
gate to Congress have been held. The former put in nomination Hon. Frank J. Cannon, 
who led the party in the campaign two years ago. The latter nominated Hon. J. L. 
Rawlins, the present delegate, who was elected to that position two years ago. |The 
election will be held in November when the Republicans hope to turn former defeat into 


victory, while the Demecrats express the hope of adding new laurels to their former suc- 
cess. 


Two new companies have been formed in Utah. The first is called ‘‘The Utah Com- 
pany,” incorporated with a capital of $10,000,000. Part of the capital stock embraces 
the Cullen Springs coal mines at Grass Creek, the Salt Lake and Los Angeles Railway 
Company’s property, the property of the Saltair Beach Company, that of the Inter- 
Mountain Salt Company and about 600 acres of coal lands in Summit County. The in- 
corporators are Wilford Woodruff, George Q. Canaon, Joseph F. Smith, James Jack, 
Nephi W. Clayton, of Salt Lake City; Frank J. Cannon, of Ogden; William W. Cluff, 
of Coalville. The officers are not yet in a position to give full details of the matter, but 
hope to do so at an early date. Meanwhile strong talk of a railroad to the coal mines is 
heard—a proposition that would mean the saving of nearly a million dollars per annum 
to Salt Lake City in the matter of fuel alone. Other projects of like size and importance 
are in view. Altogether the probability is that the community will not have to wait long 
for an illustration of the benefits which this concentration of means and influence is ex- 
pected to accomplish for the people of the Territory. The second company is called 
**The Grass Creek Terminal Railway Company,” which seems to be the first move on the 
part of ‘‘The Utah Company.” The capital stock is placed at $120,000, with the same 
incorporators except that of Nephi W. Clayton, the name appearing in his place being 
Arthur Winters. Surveyors have already gone to work to lay out a road through Grass 
Creek Canyon to the coal mines a distance of six miles, and a heavy force of men will 
probably be put on this fall. 


